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EVENTU¬ 
ALLY, IT 
DESCEND¬ 
ED UPON 
THE LAND, 


LOATHED 

THE 

LIGHT, 


GRANTING 
ALL THOSE 
LIVING 


AND 

M/M- 















































































IT'S SAID THAT 
EVER SINCE > 
INSECTS, 
BEASTS, AND 
HUMANS 
ALIKE LOST 
THE ABILITY 
TO LIVE FOR¬ 
EVER. 
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THE 

PEOPLE 
OF OUR 
WORLD 


LIVE 
UNDER¬ 
GROUND 
IN HIDING. 
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AAAAH! 







































































































































RUN UP¬ 
STAIRS AND 
FETCH SOME 
HOT WATER, 
TORIN/ 




























































KJC.X.- 
































































































HE WAS 
SOAKED TO 
THE BONE, 
TOO... 


I'M SURE A 
HE DRIFTED 
DOWN HERE 
FROM THE 
SURFACE ON 
AN UNDER¬ 
GROUND 
RIVER. , 


BUT I 
THOUGHT 
PEOPLE 
COULDN'T 
LIVE UP 
THERE 
BECAUSE 
OF THE 
OGRES... 

































































































WHAT 
IN THE 
WORLD 
AM I 
DOING? 








































































































































HUH P 


























































































































BECAME AN 
AYANASHI. 
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f THEY i 

SAID THEY 
WANTED IN, 
SINCE THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
FOREBODING 
ON THE SlIR- 
k FACE. i 


f ...THE \ 
AYANASHI | 
CAME WITH 
l A WARN- I 
A ING? / 
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WAS THAT? 



=7r<i7^ : 
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I'M 

LOSING... 

STRENGTH. 


WHAT... 

IS 

THIS? 


BLACK 

MIST...? 














































































STAND 

BACK, 

SIERRA. 


IT FOL¬ 
LOWED 
US' 


WAIT, 

HOLO/ 


DON'T 

60 

NEAR 

THAT 

BLACK 

MIST/ 


AND NOT 
EVEN THE 
CANNON 
WORKED/ 
YOU 
DON'T 
STAND A 
CHANCE/ 



























THEY'RE 

"DEATH" 

INCAR¬ 

NATE. 


CANNONS 
WON'T KILL 
THEM' 






































































































































































































































































































HOLO... 











































































...ITS THE 
RESULT 
OF YOUR 
TRAINING. 
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Sierra: Age 16 

A girl living in Grotto 68. Lost her parents 
at a young age. Supports herself and her 
brother by working at a local diner, along 
with the support of her neighbors. 


Grotto 68: Pistat J 4 ' 

A-town carved out of the chasm walls leftj»| 
behind by aii .underground river. Relatively | 
advanced technologically, with steam-powered 
machines in common use. Unfriendly toward* 
the AVanSi^ 


Torin: Age 11 

Wise beyond his years, he supports his 
diligent older sister from the shadows. 
He’s already grown used to Sierras 
occasional outrageous outbursts. 








Chapter 2: 

Those Who Band Together 










I CAN FINALLY 
BE ALONE HERE. 





































































































































































































































































WHY'D YOU 
CALL YOUR 
SUPERIOR 
OFFICER ALL 
THE WAY 
OUT HERE? 


RICO'S 

KILLER... 


"THE 

ONE- 

EYED 

MAN/ 


I'M GONNA 
HUNT HIM 
DOWN AND 
KILL HIM! 
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lip 

[: 
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A ' • i 
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I'LL TAKE 
WHATEVER 
YOU'VE GOT 
ON HIM. 


YOU HAVE 
TO KNOW 
SOMETHING/ 
RIGHT? 
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LOOKS LIKE 
YOU'LL SWEAT 
IT OUT IF YOU 
STAY IN THE 
LIGHT FOR A 
WHILE. 


























RIGHT?/ 


PLEASE/ 
WE 
NEED 
YOUR 
HELP/ 































































06RES 
SUDDENLY 
SHOWED 
UP IN OUR 
TOWN. 


EVERY¬ 
ONE'S BEEN 
RUNNING 
AROUND, 
LOOKING FOR 
SOMEWHERE 
. TO HIDE. 


MY 

NAME'S 

AURA. 


I MANAGED 
TO ESCAPE 
THROUGH A 
VENT, BUT MY 
DAD AND THE 
OTHERS ARE 
STILL... 










































































































































































































































































ALL 

ALONE. 


...I'LL 

BE... 


V 












































































































...LET'S 

MOVE. 
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THE MIASMA 
ISN'T ACTUAL 
DARKNESS. 


THIS LANTERN MIGHT 
LOOK LIKE A BEACON 
IN THE NIGHT TO US, 
BUT APPARENTLY TO 
THE OGRES, IT JUST 
BLENDS IN WITH THE 
OTHER LIGHT. 




BESIDES, 
THEY'RE MORE 
ATTRACTED TO 
SIGNS OF LIFE 
THAN LIGHT. 


THAT SAID, THE 
ONLY ONES WHO 
KNOW WHAT THEY 
REALLY SEE... , 



































































.HUH?) 


FROM 
HANDLE 
TO TIP, 


THE LENGTH 
SHOULD BE 
ABOUT ONE 
SHAKU* 


*Shaku: The length from the elbow to the wrist (about 30 cm). 


OGRES 
CAN'T BE 
HURT BY 
WEAPONS 
LONGER 
THAN THAT. 


WHETH¬ 
ER IT BE 
GUNS, 


OR EVEN 
EXPLO¬ 
SIVES. 


WHAT 










































































THE 

CORRO¬ 

SION'S 

PRETTY 

FAR 

ALONG. 


ORGANIC 
MATTER THAT'S 
LOST FUNCTION 
IS PARTICULAR¬ 
LY SUSCEPTIBLE 
TO MIASMA. 


IT'S 

MADE OF 
WOOD. 
















































































































































































































































HOLO/ 


HANG 

ON 

TIGHT/ 


























































































































































































































AURA / 









































































...NO CHOICE 
BUT TO TAKE 
IT DOWN 
HERE, HUH? 


II 





















AND EVEN IF 
I'M LUCKY 
ENOUGH TO 
GET CLOSE > 
I'VE ALREADY 
TAKEN IN TOO 
MUCH MIAS¬ 
MA. 


I CAN'T 
EVEN GET 
A DECENT 
FOOT¬ 
HOLD. 


BUT HOW? 


WHAT 

IS 

SHE- 





I WON'T } 

\C 

I" 

GO 

AWAY! 

iflli 

HOLD OUT 

FOR LONG. I \ 
HAVE TO FIND m 
SOMEWAY ■ 
TO REACH ITS ■ 
CHEST... ■ 

















































...SO, NEI¬ 
THER OF 
US HAVE 
DECENT 
FOOTING, 


HUH? 








































































THIS! 


A 

































































































































































































































































I'M PRETTY ' 
SURE TOWNS 
WILL ACCEPT 
REFUGEES 
AS LONG AS 
AN AYANASHI 
VOUCHES FOR 
THEM. 















































































Ogres 

Monsters that wander the surface. 

Despite years of research headed by the ayanashi headquarters, ogres remain 
shrouded in mystery. For reasons unknown, they’re seemingly impervious to 
physical attacks, and release a miasma that rots organic matter. Due to their overall 
alien nature, ayanashi often come up with their own interpretations of these mon¬ 
sters, likening them to lifeforms from another dimension, or divine beings from 
another plane of existence. 



A spider-type ogre that infiltrated Grotto 92. A low-level ogre 
with fairly weak miasma; however, its long, jointed forelegs can 
stab targets from great distances, making for deadly weapons. 


A relatively large ogre at three to four meters tall. When 
stretched out, its length expands over ten meters. 











































































WHAT'S 
WITH.. .THAT 
POWER?' 


IT FEELS 
LIKE HE 
SLAMMED 
ME WITH 
A LOG OR 
SOME¬ 
THING... 






























WELL, 

WELL... 


THAT LAST 
STRIKE WOULD'VE 
NORMALLY KILLED 
YOU, BUT YOU 
PURPOSEFULLY 
\ STEPPED INTO IT 
TO LESSEN THE 
1 BLOW... 


IMPRES¬ 

SIVE. 


YOU KILLED 
RICO, YOU 
BASTARD... 


WE'VE 
ALWAYS 
BEEN TO¬ 
GETHER.., 


HE WAS THE 
ONLY FAMI¬ 
LY I HAD... 


AND 

YOU 

TOOK 

HIM 

FROM 

ME, 


JUST 

LIKE 

THAT/ 


YOU 

DAMN 

MON¬ 

STER... 

















YOU 

WOUND 

ME. 


BUT 
IN THAT 
CASE, 


AREN'T YOU 
A MONSTER, 
TOOT 

















































Chapter 3; 
Monster 

















































































































































































THESE KINDS 
OF PLACES 
SOMETIMES 
APPEAR ON 
THE SURFACE. 


IT'S NOT 
A TOWN. 


YOU 
MEAN IT 
WASN'T 
HERE 
BEFORE? 


APPEAR' 


THEY'RE 

CALLED 

'ARTIFACTS. 


OH, 

YEAH/ 


APPARENTLY, 
RARE FINDS 
SELL FOR A 
LOT BACK IN 
TOWN. 


PEDDLERS 
LIKE TO 
SCAVENGE 
THEM FOR 
TRINKETS. 
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HURRY 
UP AND 
SHOW 
HER 
YOUR 
BAG! 


I HAVE 
AN 

APPOINT¬ 
MENT 
TO KEEP, 
Y'KNOW! 


SORRY, BUT 
NO ONE'S 
ALLOWED TO 
LOOK INSIDE 
THIS. 


pill 


HEY, THAT 
CLASP... 






M 

| ® 1 



Li 


HM? 






































































FOR 

YOUR 

INFOR¬ 

MATION 


I JUST SO 


HAPPEN 


TO BE AN 


AYA- 


NASHb 


TO O' 


































































































































































































UNTIL THERE IS 

THEN, THE A BRIEF 

AYANASHI PROBATION 

PRINTED ON PERIOD UNTIL 

THOSE TAGS YOU CAN BE 

WILL TAKE GRANTED 

RESPONSIBIL- PERMANENT 

ITY SHOULD RESIDENCY. 

ANYTHING 
HAPPEN. 






























































HE'S ONE 
OF THE 
BRANCH'S 
"GRUNTS, 
RIGHT? 


HE HIT ME 
OUT OF NO¬ 
WHERE, AND 
HE DOESN'T 
SHOW YOU 
ANY RE¬ 
SPECT... 


NOT TO 


























UNLIKE US 
OVERSEERS 
DISPATCHED BY 
HEADQUAR¬ 
TERS, 


THE GUYS 
BELONGING TO 
THE BRANCH 
ARE DOWN¬ 
RIGHT THUGS. 


MOST OF 
THEM ARE 
CRIMINALS 
WHO WERE 
RUN OUT OF 
TOWN, 


AND SOME 
SAY THEY'RE 
MANIACS WHO 
WON'T THINK 
TWICE ABOUT 
MURDER. 


ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
HOLO? 


HUH? 


/ 





















...TO 

PROTECT 
ME AND 
DAD/ 



HE RISKED 
HIS LIFE... 
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SOME 

OF 

THEM... 


AND I 
HAVEN'T 
KILLED 
JUST ONE 
OR TWO 
PEOPLE, 
EITHER. 


IT'S NO 
JOKE. 


...EVEN 
BEG6ED 
FOR THEIR 
LIVES. 


DON'T 
ACT LIKE 
YOU 
KNOW 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT 
ME... 


I'M NOT 
THE KIND 
OF PERSON 
YOU GUYS 
THINK I AM. 


REALLY. 


AREN'T YOU A MONSTER, TOO? 






























































OH, 
LOOK/ 
ITS A 
MARKET/ 


IT'S 

NOTHING 
LIKE OUR 
TOWN... 


























AURA, 
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DUE TO HIS 
BRUTAL AND 
RUTHLESS PER¬ 
SONALITY, 


HE'S 

ALWAYS BEEN 
REGARDED AS 
A DANGER, 
EVEN AMONG 
THE AYANASHI. 


HE'S 

ACTUALLY 
MELLOWED 
OUT RE¬ 
CENTLY. 


...SO, HE /S 
TROUBLE. 




























THEY'RE EACH 
GIVEN MAPS 
OF SEPARATE 
AREAS TO 
PATROL, 


ALL OF 
WHICH ARE 
CENTERED 
AROUND 
TOWNS. 


THEY GO 
AROUND MAK¬ 
ING SURE THE 
ROADS ARE 
SAFE, RIGHT? 


FOR THE 
MERCHANT 
GUILDS OR 
WHATEVER. 










































HUH?!} Jl 




















HIS LITTLE 
BROTHER WAS 
ALWAYS THE 
ONE WHO 
TOOK JOBS IN 
TOWN, 


WHILE HOLO 
STAYED ON 
THE SURFACE, 
AVOIDING 
CONTACT 
WITH PEOPLE. 


EXECU¬ 
TIONS 
WERE THE 
ONLY RE¬ 
QUESTS... 


...HE WOULD 
TAKE ON IN 
H/S BROTH¬ 
ER'S PLACE. 
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WOW... J 
CAN SEE 
THE WHOLE 
TOWN! 


ARE 

YOU 

SURE 

ABOUT 

THIS? 


[are 90W 
toi" 6 - 

s|OU'^ 

^ Wiovi. 


I PROBABLY 
SHOULDN'T 
SAY THIS, BUT 
IT WAS JUST 
A BUNCH OF 
JUNK... 


ABSOLUTELY' 


















































BUT I MUST 
ASK/ WHERE 
DID YOU 
FIND ALL OF 
THESE? 


I SEE. 
THAT'S 
TOO BAD. 


ACTUALLY, 
WE ONLY 
JUST MOVED 
HERE TODAY. 


OUR 

TOWN WAS 
ATTACKED 
BY 06RES 
TWO DAYS 
AGO... 


OH... 


UMM... 



'm., ^ W \ 



























WE FOUND 
THESE ALONG 
THE WAY... 



WE WERE 
SAVED BY A 
YOUNG MAN 
NAMED HOLO 
WHO HAP¬ 
PENED TO BE 
PASSING BY. / 





































































































FORGET 

ABOUT 

THAT. 


















































































































































TO 

INVESTIGATE 
THE LINK 
BETWEEN 
THE RECENT 
OGRE AT¬ 
TACKS' 



THAT'S WHY 
MR. ROYCE 
AND I CAME 
HERE IN THE 
FIRST PLACE' 



KEEP AN EYE ON YOUR PARTNER. 



....YOU JUST 
HAPPEN TO 
SHOW UP 
WHENEVER 
THERE'S AN 
ATTACK. 



IT'S NOT 
THAT... 
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IT'S DIFFICULT 
TO USE WHAT 
YOU NEVER 
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SHOW 
THIS EYE. 













































































































































Ayanashi WeapoTmD ^ ^ 

While ogres can only be,harmed at 
close range, their miasma also becomes ^ ^ 

more effective the closer cine gets. To^ THEY'RE 
combat this, weapons are infused with "DEATH" 
the power of fire, providing a^much—1 IN CA R- 
needed “shield” against-'tliemiasmarA NATE. 


Holo’s Sword: Nameless^PmTenix^Talon 

Holo’s weapon of choice. 

\\ -------.. 

Ayanashi weapons come in many forms; however, the PhoneixT Talon sets|§§g^A 
itself apart in terms of durability and striking forcex^ ' 

Holo’s sword uses a mechanism in which, as a lever is pulled, a fixed amount 
of oil is sprayed onto the blade, allowing him to reapply more oil as needed 
once the oil on the blade has burned off. The feeding mechanism uses 
cartridges that can be popped out and replaced when oil runs out. 
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Preview 
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